PRESIDENT   KRUGER

These events strengthened the position of President
Kruger and weakened that of Mr. Chamberlain, for
the latter could hardly warn the Transvaal of the con-
sequences which might ensue if the claims of the
Outlanders continued to be neglected without the
suspicion of his complicity in the raid being deepened
among the extremely thin-skinned Boers. Yet in 1896
he still felt sure that the problem might be solved
"without danger to the independence of the
Republic", but that until it was solved there was "no
guarantee against future internal disturbances".
Before the meeting of Parliament in February, 1896,
he wrote an elaborate dispatch, setting out once more
the claims of the British Government and the griev-
ances of the Outlanders, and recommending a plan for
the separate municipal government of Johannesburg
if it was found impossible to give the Outlanders the
vote. Unhappily this dispatch was communicated to
the British Press before it reached President Kruger,
and the old man felt that he had been deliberately
insulted, although it contained the eminently friendly
suggestion that he should come to London to talk
matters over. After rebuking the Colonial Secretary
for what he described as "the new diplomacy", the
Boer declined to come to England unless he was
allowed to reopen the whole question of indepen-
dence, for even after Majuba, as has been shown, the
Transvaal was held to be under British suzerainty.

Thereafter there was deadlock for a time, while the
Boers prepared for war. President Kruger sent
missions to Europe in order to gain the support of
those Powers which were unfriendly to Great Britain,
and he made a treaty with the Orange Free State by
which the latter pledged itself to throw in its lot with
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